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What is Design Review?  

The process of Design Review was established by the 
City of New London to provide for a procedural review 
by the Historic District Commission of certain publicly 
assisted projects.  A project that receives financial as-
sistance from the City’s federally-funded programs will 
be subject to review by the Historic District Commis-
sion/Design Review Board (HDC/DRB).  The purpose 
of the Design Review Board is to: 
 
1. Preserve the character and quality of New Lon-

don’s heritage by maintaining the integrity of prop-
erties that have a discernable character or are of 
special historic significance; 

2. To protect certain investments in the area; and 
3. To satisfy the Title I of the Housing and Community 

Development Act. 
 
The board uses the Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitat-
ing Historic Buildings as a basis for making its deci-
sions.   The owner and/or developer of the project will 
be referred to the Design Review Board by the City 
department that has primary oversight over the project.  

How does Design Review benefit New London? 

Design Review is a tool that aids in the development 
and revitalization process. It also is used to protect the 
overall character of a community. It allows the City to 
consider the context of proposed development and how 
that development may either detract from or benefit the 
surrounding community. Design Review benefits the 
community and individual property owners in the follow-
ing important ways: 
 

Reinforce Community Identity 
New London has a rich maritime history and unique 
character. Each neighborhood within the City also has a 
special identity.  Together, the neighborhoods form the 
community identity of New London. Everyone agrees 
that it is important to improve our quality of life and 
make our city more attractive for investment. Design 
review helps protect New London’s cultural assets for 
future generations while encouraging growth and devel-
opment. 

 
Enhance and Protect Property Values 
Design Review helps assure property owners that their in-
vestment will be protected. Just as traditional zoning pre-
vents landfills from locating in a residential neighborhood, 
Design Review helps to ensure that the character of the 
neighborhood is maintained.  Improvements in the quality of 
design stabilize, and in some cases enhance, the value of 
private property. This in turn makes property more attractive 
for investment and benefits the overall character of the 
neighborhood and city. 
 

Promote Economic Development 
Design Review is an especially important tool for commer-
cial districts where the goal is to increase private investment 
and maintain an image of vitality. Communities often rely on  
Design Review to protect and enhance public and private 
investments and to support and encourage new develop-
ment.  

The activity that is the subject of this brochure was financed in part by the Connecticut 
Historical Commission with Federal funds from the National Park Service, U.S. De-
partment of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily 
reflect the views or policies of the Commission or the Department of the Interior, nor 
does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or 
recommendation by the Commission or the Department of the Interior. 

This program receives Federal financial assistance through the Connecticut Historical 
Commission for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 
U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
sex, national origin, or handicap in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you 
have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described 
above, please write to:  Office for Equal Opportunity, U.S. National Park Service, 
1849 C Street, NW, Washington, DC 20240. 

Contact Information 

HDC/DRB Commissioners 
Mary Beth Baker 
Sara Chaney 
Justin Driscoll 
Sarah Ryan 
Patricia Williams-Jones 
 
Alternates 
Sandra Kersten Chalk 
Richard Humphreville 
Vacancy 
 
Volunteer Consultant 
Sarah Steffian 
 

City of New London 
Office of Development and 
Planning 
111 Union Street 
New London, CT 06320 
 

Staff Liaison 
Community Development/
Lead Coordinator 
Cara H. Pianka 
437-6392 
 

Recording Secretary  
Alice Johnson, Community 
Development Specialist 
437-6393 


